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,ny mathematics whatever.1 If he was Hartsingius he could ;asily have communicated his knowledge to Seki or his dis-iples, and if he was not it is certain that he would have :nown him if he studied in Leyden, and in any case there is he mysterious Franciscus Carron to be considered.
As to Seki's contact with those who could have known the oreign learning, a story has long been told of his pilgrimage o the ancient city of Nara, then as now one of the most inarming spots in all Japan, and still filled with evidence >f its ancient culture. It appears that he had learned of :ertain treatises kept in one of the Buddhist temples, that iad at one time been brought from China by the priests,2 vhich related neither to religion nor to morals nor to the Lealing art, and which no one was able to understand. No ooner had he opened the volumes than he found, as he had .nticipated, that they were treatises on Chinese mathematics, md these he copied, taking the results of his labor back to ^edo. It is further related that Seki spent three years in >rofitable study of these works, but what the books were or vhat he derived from them still remains a mystery.3
If Seki went to Nara, the great religious center of Japan, LS there seems no reason to doubt, he would not have failed o visit the great intellectual center, Kyoto, which is near there. Neither would he have missed Osaka, also in the same vicinity, vhere Hatono Soha was in the service of the claimyo. But
1  Most of his manuscripts  and the records  of the   family   were  burned ome fifty years ago, and of the few that remained nearly all were destroyed .t the siege of Ktimamoto at the time of the Saigo rebellion in 1877.
2  Ml KAMI, Y.,   On reading  P. Ilarzer's paper on the mathematics In Japan, Vahresbericht der deutschcn Math. Verein., Bd. XV, p. 256.
3  Seki may have studied the Chinese work by Yang Hui at Nara.   The story >f his visit is said to have first appeared in the Burin Inken Roku or Burin ^cnbun   Roku -written  by  one  SaitQ.     It was reproduced in  an  anonymous nanuscript  entitled Sanwa Zuihitsit,   possibly written by Furukawa Ken.    It dso appears in the Okinagusa written by Karnizawa Teikan.   We have been mable to get any definite information as to the Nara books, although diligent nquiry has been made, but we wish to express our appreciation of the efforts n this direction made by Mrs. Kita (nie Mayeda) and her brother.